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Tribute to Nadabrahmam Palghat K V Narayanaswamy 

The best tribute one can give to the late Shri K.V.Narayanaswamy is to take a moment to remember his celebrated contributions to the world of Carnatic music.  K.V.N left for his heavenly abode on April 1, 2002, but he leaves behind an unparalleled legacy, which will shine forever and inspire music lovers perpetually.  

K.V.N’s musical lessons started at an early age under the training of his grandfather, Narayana Bhagavatar, and his father, Viswanatha Bhagavatar.  He later came under the tutelage of the renowned Shri Ariyakudi Ramanuja Iyengar.  He has also learnt from other stalwarts such as the great Mridangam Mani Iyer, C.S Krishna Iyer, and Papa Venkatramiah.  Although K.V.N was under the guidance of Shri Ariyakudi Ramanuja Iyengar, he developed his own distinct style of singing.  He had a brisk but leisurely, and unhurried smoothness to his singing technique.  He had the capability of singing complex nerevals and swarams with such ease that it seemed simple to the listener, but it was always original and explored fine details and nuances.

A previously published interview with K.V.N reveals some of his personal favorites in the world of music of the past and present day.  Some of his favorite singers from the past are Musiri Subramanya Iyer, Madurai Mani Iyer, T. Balasaraswati, G N Balasubramanyam, M D Ramanathan and D K Jayaraman.  His choices among the present day singers are Semmangudi Srinivasa Iyer, T M Tyagarajan, M S Subbulakshmi and D K Pattammal among seniors; Vijay Siva, Sanjay Subramanyan, Neyveli Santanagopalan and Unnikrishnan are among juniors.  His favorite past and present day instrumentalists are Rajamanickam Pillai, T Chowdiah and Tiruvalangadu Sundaresa Iyer. T K Murthy, Palghat Raghu, Umayalpuram Sivaraman and Karaikkudi Mani among Mridangists, T N Krishnan, Lalgudi Jayaraman, M S Gopalakrishnan, M Chandrasekharan and V V Subramanyam among violinists, and among young artistes, he liked Bhaktavatsalam, J Vaidyanathan and Manoj Siva for Mridangam and H V Srivatsan, R K Sriramkumar, S Varadarajan and G Chandramouli for Violin.  
As you can very clearly perceive, K.V.N had extraordinary talent in the musical field.  Although his demise marks the end of an era, his music and style will remain in the hearts of all connoisseurs of Carnatic music.  






~ Renuka Ramanathan
