Sangeet Samrat Chitravina N Ravikiran
“Perhaps the world’s greatest slide player”- Radio National, Australia

Prodigy & Musician 
Ravikiran, hailed as the Mozart of Indian music, made headlines as the world’s youngest prodigy at the age of two (in 1969). He could identify and demonstrate 325 ragas, 175 talas and answer numerous other music related questions. He presented vocal concerts between the age of five and nine, which he has resumed since 1999. He switched over to the exquisite, 21-stringed chitravina when he was 12 and presented a record non-stop recital for 24 hours when he was 18.

He has toured around the world several times and performed in USA, UK, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Czech Republic, Singapore, etc in major international festivals and venues such as Autumn Festival (France), Millennium Festival (UK), Brisbane International Festival (Australia), Cal Arts Festival, (USA), Harborfront Festival, Toronto (Canada), Sadler’s Wells (London), Radio France International Festival, House of World Culture (Berlin), Tate Modern (London) and Theatre de la Ville (Paris). Networks including CNN, BBC, ABC, and Channel 4 and record labels such as Nimbus, Naxos, Waterlily, Music Today & EMI have featured him.

His collaborations with top world music stars such as Taj Mahal and Glen Velez have brought him world honours including The New Age Voice Finalist Award (USA) for Best Contemporary World Music for 2001. Ravikiran has been the first or youngest to receive several awards from the age of six, including Star of India, Kalaimamani, Kumar Gandharava Samman, Sangeeta Choodamani and Isai Peroli.

Composer & Director

Recognized in world music for his concept Melharmony, which he successfully premiered in collaboration with artistes of the BBC Philharmonic orchestra for Kalasangam’s Global Echoes during the Millennium Festival in UK, Ravikiran is one of the more prolific composers today with over 500 original pieces that include music-dance productions such as Lakshmi Prabhavam, Savithri, Cosmos, Vinayaka Vaibhavam and In the Long White Moonlight.

Ravikiran has authored two widely read books, Appreciating Carnatic Music and Perfecting Carnatic Music and also several articles. He also launched a Tele-Teaching program in 1996, which has enabled students from various parts of the world to learn effectively from him. He attributes all his success to his gurus Chitravina maestro Narasimhan and Sangeeta Kalanidhi T Brinda.

World Press Opinions…

Montreal Express 
‘... (2- year old) Ravikiran could answer technical

questions, identify tunes & name the composers...’
New York times with instruments...’

‘...Infinite capacity for micro-tonal shadings

reminiscent of the human voice... teasing presicion...’
The BBC Music Magazine, UK

‘... Impressive solo... infectiously lively...intricate...’
The Sunday Star, Kuala Lumpur
‘...Expansive imagination... accuracy... spellbinding speed... divine...’
Los Angeles Times
‘...An arresting virtuoso...’
The Hindu, Madras
‘...For Ravikiran, music is literally child’s play...’

The Age, Melbourne

‘...Strong rhythmic structures, free form interaction
with instruments...’
Le Monde, France

‘...Sets a great tempo from the beginning...’
Wellington Post, New Zealand

‘...Master of the chitravina... an unprecedented
phenomenon...’
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"Every system of music is an ocean; each has a lot to teach us." - Ravikiran
Hemmige V. Srivatsan
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Hemmige V. Srivatsan is widely regarded as one of the leading Karnatic violinists of the younger generation. He had advanced training under Prof. Anoor S. Ramakrishna, Principal of the Ayyanar Music College in Bangalore.  For nearly two decades, Srivatsan had been a disciple of renowned vocalist Sangeeta Kalanidhi K.V.Narayanaswamy, learning vocal music under him as well.  Srivatsan is the leading male disciple of his Guru and of the Ariyakudi Tradition of Music.   He is also a critically acclaimed  vocalist, having performed in many prestigious venues in India and abroad.   Srivatsan’s violin playing is noted for its classical purity and painstaking attention to fine detail. As an accomplished performing vocalist, he is especially careful about preserving the lyrical element in his playing.  Srivatsan has accompanied leading musicians such as K.V. Narayanaswamy, Semmangudi Srinivasa Iyer, M.S. Subbulakshmi, T. Viswanathan, N. Ramani, and D.K. Jayaraman to name a few. He is an “A” Grade All India Radio artist.  He has toured and performed all over the U.S., India, and Australia and has been featured in many albums.  Srivatsan is an engineer by profession and resides in the San Francisco, Bay area with his family.
Trichy Sankaran
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Dr. Trichy Sankaran is a world-renowned percussion virtuoso, Indian music scholar and composer.  He has performed at major festivals in India, South-East Asia, Europe, Australia and North America.  In his 50 years of concert experience in Carnatic music, he has accompanied all top rank artists of India.  In addition to his usual traditional settings, he has performed with gamelan, jazz, electronic, African music ensembles, and World Drums.  While representing his famous guru Sri Palani Subramania Pillai’s style, Vidwan Sankaran has given new dimensions to the art of mrdangam, thus making his style traditional yet innovative. He has dedicated himself for the cause and propagation of Carnatic music in North America in various ways –as an educator, global artist, composer, and collaborator.

Prof. Trichy Sankaran is the Founding Director of Indian Music Studies and Professor of Music at York University in Toronto, Canada, where he has been teaching since 1971.  He has received numerous honours and awards including the degree of Doctorate in Music for his outstanding achievements in the academic and professional fields from the University of Victoria, British Columbia, Canada in 1998. The titles conferred upon him include Talakkalai Arasu (1980), Talavadya Prakasa (1983), Sangeetha Choodamani 1984), Mrdanga Kala Shironmani (1990) to name a few.

Professor Trichy Sankaran is the founder and artistic director of Kalalayam, an institution founded by him in Toronto, Canada for the promotion of the science and techniques of percussive arts.  He has trained many South Asian and North American students in the theory and techniques of South Indian drumming.

Maestro Trichy Sankaran has astounded the audience for decades with his evocative and lyrical style of playing.  His ecstatic display of rhythmic virtuosity and aesthetics in mrdangam playing has been the object lessons in percussionists’ logistics. 

[image: image4.jpg]



Thyagaraja Nilayam
(A California registered non-profit organization dedicated to spreading India's classical music and arts in the Sacramento and surrounding communities)

